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Buttermilk Trail Boulders 
in James River Park
The James River Park encompasses over 550 acres 
of woods, meadows and islands along the James 
River in Richmond, Va. There are several areas of 
boulders in the park near the Buttermilk Trail. The 
multi-use trail is open to bikers, runners, hikers 
and other visitors. Be considerate of other trail 
users do not leave gear or pads on the trail. If 
visiting alone, tell others your plans. The park is 
open during daylight hours. No camping or � res. 

Climbing or bouldering is at your own risk and 
can result in falls. Falling from any height can 
result in serious injury or death. Remember, 
safety is your responsibility.

THE AUTHORS OF THIS GUIDE OFFER NO WARRANTY, WHETHER 
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERIN IS ACCUATE. USE OF THIS GUIDE FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
CLIMBING INDICATES THAT YOU UNDERSTAND ITS LIMITA-
TIONS AND AGREE TO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR OWN 
ACTIONS IN WHAT IS POTENTIALLY A LIFE THREATENING SPORT.

Directions from Peak Experiences

Drive north on Polo Circle to Polo Parkway. At 
the light turn left onto W. Huguenot Road. Drive 
2.4 miles and turn right onto Forest Hill Avenue. 
Continue 5.4 miles and turn left onto 42nd Street. 
After 0.4 miles turn right onto Riverside Drive 
then turn left into the Reedy Creek parking area 
(4100 Riverside Drive, Richmond VA 23225) at the 
intersection with Hillcrest Road. Total driving dis-
tance is about 9 miles, taking about 20 minutes.

Buttermilk Trail Boulders

The Buttermilk Trail boulders are accessed from 
several parking areas along Riverside Drive. From 
the Reedy Creek parking area and hiking the But-
termilk Trail, you can reach the Shark Boulder (4 
minutes), the Whale Boulder (10 minutes), or the 
Biker Boulders (13 minutes). Use the 43rd Street 
parking to access the Egg Boulder (6 minutes).
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Grades

This guide uses the Hueco V-scale to rate the 
boulder problems. The ratings suggest the 
di�  culty of the climbing and are based on the 
consensus of area climbers. The chart below 
gives ratings of the V-scale versus the Yosemite 
Decimal System (Y.D.S.) “VB” is the easiest, and 
“V16” is the hardest rated.

V-scale Y.D.S.

VB 5.0-5.8

V0- 5.9

V0 5.10a/b

V0+ 5.10c/d

V1 5.11a/b

V2 5.11b/c

V3 5.11c/d

V4 5.12a/b

V5 5.12b/c

V6 5.12c/d

V-scale Y.D.S.

V7 5.13a/b

V8 5.13b/c

V9 5.10a/b

V10 5.14a

V11 5.14b

V12 5.14c

V13 5.14d

V14 5.14d/15a

V15 5.15a/b

V16 5.15b/c

Bouldering Areas

Below is a list of the boulders/areas in this guide 
and the number of problems at each (28 total).

Shark Boulder 3 Egg Boulder 3
Whale Boulder 8 Fence Boulder 3
Biker Boulders 11

Stars

A three-star rating system is used to give a rough 
guide on the quality of each problem. 

��� An excellent line with interesting move-
ment, great holds and quality rock. A must do.

�� A good problem that might have a few 
aspects that are not as classic, such as the length 
of the problem, quality of rock, or movement. 
Most boulder problems are rated like this.

� A worthwhile problem to try.

A zero-star problem is not usually suggested.

Descents

Most descents are obvious, but plan ahead on 
how you will get down after your ascent. A black 
arrow on the topo marks the suggested descent.

Dangerous Falls

“!”  Is a warning that indicates a big fall potential 
or a dangerous landing. Even if a problem is not 
marked with a “!” it still might be dangerous. Use 
your best judgement to select problems that you 
can do safely. Climbing is at your own risk.

Shark Boulder   
Approach time: 2-4 minutes
Number of problems: 3

From the kiosk at the Reedy Creek parking, hike 
on the Buttermilk Trail for 4 minutes. At the large 
stump on the left, turn left and go up the slope. 
The boulder is on the right.

If parking at the pullout near the intersection of 
42nd Street and Riverside Drive, hike down the 
trail for 2 minutes and bear right downhill at the 
� rst stone pathway. The boulder is downhill on 
the left.

Facing the Shark Arete V3
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Shark Boulder

� 1. Shark Gills V0 � Sit start. Use left side pull 
and pocket. Smear left foot and throw for left 
arete. Top out. 

� 2. Shark Arete V3 ��� Sit start. Feet on low 
blocks and hands on left facing corner. Fire left 
hand to a pocket and right hand to the rounded 
lip and top out.

� 3. Shark Slab V0 � Left foot on smear, right 
hand on divot. Stand up then balance up to the 
rounded lip and top out.
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Whale Boulder   
Approach time: 5-10 minutes
Number of problems: 8

From the kiosk at the Reedy Creek parking, hike 
on the Buttermilk Trail for 10 minutes. The Whale 
Boulder is on your left.

From the Shark Boulder hike downhill to the 
stump, then turn left onto the Buttermilk Trail and 
follow the trail for 8 minutes. The Whale Boulder 
is on your left.

From the 43rd Street parking lot, walk to the kiosk 
on the north side of the parking lot. (The gate is 
usually closed except for weekends during the 
spring and summer, but the entrance is open. 
If the gate is closed, park on the south side of 
Riverside Drive and walk to the kiosk.) Take the 
stone steps to the semicircle at the foot bridge. 
Pass the picnic table on your right and follow the 
right-hand trail downhill.  Pass the log on your 
left and turn left onto the Buttermilk Trail. The 
Whale Boulder is on your left. (The total time from 
the kiosk is � ve minutes.)

If the above parking areas are taken, park on 
Southcli�  Road and walk to Riverside Drive. Cross 
the road and head east for about 3 minutes. Head 
left into the woods before the 15 mph sign and 
down to the top of the Whale Boulder. 

Whale Boulder

� 1. Whale Crack V3 ��� Sit start using pockets 
for hands and low rails for feet. Traverse right on 
the crack to the vertical crack, then go straight up 
and top out.

� 2. Whale Blubber VB � Stand start in the 
middle of the Whale Crack at the easiest holds. Go 
straight up and top out.

� 3. Tail of the Whale V0 �� Stand start at the 
far left end of the wide crack. Traverse right using 
the sloping lip for hands. Finish on the top part of 
the vertical Whale Crack.

The tail of the Whale Boulder
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Whale Boulder

� 4. The Eye V10 �� Start with hands on the 
thin seam right of the vertical crack. Go straight 
up to high crimps on a small seam. Use the sloper 
and nearby pocket, then reach to a mono crystal 
and top out the slopey lip.

� 5. Sweet Nothings V11 �� Same starting 
holds as The Eye, but traverse right along the 
seam to a good ledge. Go straight up the bulging 
prow using really tough sloping dishes and � nish 
with a very di�  cult mantle.

� 6. Sweet Mouth V8 �� Start on Sweet 
Nothings. At the good ledge, � nish on the 
Whale’s Mouth. 

The belly of the Whale Boulder
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� 7. Whale’s Mouth V1 �� Start at the far left of 
the Whale’s Mouth crack. Smear feet and traverse 
right using pockets and rounded slopers on the 
right corner. Top out.

� 8. Short Nothings V8 �� Starting on the 
good ledge, � nish o�  Sweet Nothings.

The mouth of the Whale Boulder
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Biker Boulders   
Approach time: 13 minutes
Number of problems: 11

From the kiosk at the Reedy Creek parking, 
hike on the Buttermilk Trail for 13 minutes. (The 
boulders are about 3 minutes past the Whale 
Boulder on the left side of the Buttermilk Trail.)

The closest approach is to park on Southcli�  
Road and walk to Riverside Drive. Cross the 
road and head east and turn left into the woods 
down to the Buttermilk Trail. Turn right onto the 
Buttermilk Trail and the boulders on the right. 

The Biker Boulders consist of a line of boulders, 
many of which have high top outs and unlevel 
landing areas. Spot and pad appropriately and 
climb within your ability. Watch out for poison ivy 
near the top outs of some of the problems. 

Trail users pass closely by the Biker Boulders. If 
the trail is busy, make an e� ort to stay safely out 
the way or climb at a quieter time.  

Biker Boulders

� 1. Yellow Tooth VB � Stand start at horizontal 
ledge. Traverse left and up using pinches to the 
yellow tooth. Downclimb.

� 2. Biker Roof V0 ! ��� Sit or stand start on 
the right facing corner under the roof. Climb up 
the corner then go right to the rail under the roof. 
Climb up the rail then turn onto the face and 
reach up to the horizontal holds and top out. 

� 3. Bulging Arete V0+ �� Sit start under the 
bulging arete. Use blocky holds and seams to 
climb the arete and top out. 

� 4. Arete Hugger V0+ �� Sit start under the 
arete using left undercling and right side pull. 
Climb pinches and rounded knobs then mantle.  

� 5. No Fall Zone V5 ! �� Stand start on great 
holds and traverse right up a slot to a pinchy 
� n. Commit to a pocket and sloping horizontals 
through a “no fall zone” to the top.

Biker Arete V3 and Biker Crack V4
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Biker Roof V0 ! 
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� 6. Crack Head VB ! � Stand start on the blocky 
ledge. Climb the crack and big holds to the top.

� 7. The Brain Slab VB � Stand start in the 
middle of the brain. Balance up the brainy cracks 
and mantle.

� 8. Layback Crack VB � Stand start and layback 
the edge to the top horn and top out.

� 9. Railroaded V3 �� Sit start with hands 
pinching rail by the tree. Left foot on a low hold. 
(Do not use the tree.) Power up a high left hand, 
stabilize, then top out the slab.

� 10. Biker Arete V3 ��� Sit start the arete. 
Work the sidepulls and pinches up to the rounded 
lip. Top out for full value.

� 11. Biker Crack V4 �� Sit start with hand on a 
low sidepull and a thin foot. Shoot right hand up 
to the rail. Climb sidepulls and edges to the top 
The stand start with hands on the rail is V0. 

Facing No Fall Zone V5 ! 
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Biker Roof V0 ! 
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Fence Boulder   
Approach time: 14 minutes
Number of problems: 3

From the Biker Boulders, continue west on the 
Buttermilk Trail for about 1 minute. Take the short 
trail (about 20 feet) downhill to the top of the 
Fence Boulder. 

Fence Boulder

� 1. Fence Slab VB � Left hand on block and a 
right hand on an undercling. Smear up and latch a 
good knob then cruise to the top. 

� 2. The Ear VB �� Stand start holding the ear-
shaped hold. Climb the cracks and mantle up.

� 2. The Ear Lobe V1 �� Stand start holding 
“ear lobe” side pull for the right hand and the left 
hand on the diagonal edge on the face. Fire right 
hand up to a good hold, then traverse left using 
the double cracks on the slab and top out.

41.25.13

Egg Boulder   
Approach time: 6 minutes
Number of problems: 3

From the 43rd Street parking lot (or if the gate is 
closed, park on the south side of Riverside Drive), 
walk to the kiosk on the north side of the parking 
lot. Take the stone steps to the semicircle at the 
foot bridge. Go across the footbridge and down 
the stairs. Turn left (west) and hike on the trail 
for about 4 minutes. The Egg Boulder is on your 
left in the woods by the railroad tracks. (The total 
time from the kiosk is six minutes.)

Egg Boulder
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Egg Boulder

� 1. Egg Slab VB � Left hand on a slight side pull 
and right foot smear. Stand up for a right hand 
rounded knob and then top out.

� 2. Egg’s Left Arete V4 ��� Sit Start. Match 
hands on the face block, left foot on the corner 
edge. Slap left hand up the arete and use the face 
holds to reach the top incut and top out.

� 3. Egg’s Right Arete V0 �� Standing, put left 
hand on undercling and right on a sidepull. Step 
on the seam, and � re left hand up and top out.

The Ear Lobe V1 and The Ear  VB
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Dedicated to Karen Feher, 
dear friend, loving wife, mother 

and climber. You are missed.
June 23, 1976 – June 12, 2010 

Egg’s Left Arete V4

The Ear Lobe V1


